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Brethren of Toronto East District: 

 

Temperatures are dropping, daylight is diminishing and most of the leaves have fallen from the trees.  

What we see outside reminds us of the changing seasons and that we are fast approaching that time of 

year when we pay tribute to all of those brave men and women who have given much for our way of life.  

While our days get darker, they are not nearly as dreary as some of those days seen by our veterans. 

 

Many of those veterans have been, and are, Masons.  All of them deserve to be remembered by those of 

us who have benefitted from their great deeds; all of them deserve to have some time set aside to honour 

their commitment to their country.  All of them deserve our presence to honour their sacrifices. 

 

Toronto East District will participate in three ceremonies of Remembrance: 

• Scarborough Civic Remembrance Ceremony - Sunday, November 4 (form up at 1:15pm) 

• Claremont Remembrance Ceremony   - Sunday, November 4 (form up at 1:30pm) 

• Markham Remembrance Ceremony  - Sunday, November 10 (form up at 9:30am) 

 

Unfortunately, two of the ceremonies coincide.   However, every member of our District can still join 

with fellow Masons to show our veterans and our community that we are thankful for what our veterans 

have done for us; that we appreciate what our currently-serving soldiers, sailors and aircrew are doing for 

us wherever they serve.  It would be wonderful, I believe, if we could “field” two honour guards of 50 

members each for the Scarborough ceremony.  Dispensation for wearing Regalia has been received and 

specific details can be found elsewhere.  I would be honoured to be “on parade” with you. 

 

On another note, I want to remind every EA in our District of the Quarry Talk being held specifically for 

them on Friday, November 30
th
 at 7:30 pm at Doric Pickering.  This is a new event in the District based 

on feedback from newer Masons.  This will be an opportunity for our newest Masons to consider some of 

the lessons learned in the first degree and also to share some fellowship with their counterparts from other 

Lodges.  It should be an educational and fun evening for all EA’s in Toronto East.   

 

Although all of our District Receptions have taken place, there are three Installations this month.  

Attendance has been good at this year’s Installations and I hope this pattern continues.  I urge all Masons 

from the District to come out to support the new WM’s and their new Officer teams at Wexford, 

Todmorden and Markham Union Lodges this month.  Specific details are in the Trestle Board. 

 

The 2
nd
 Annual Black & White Gala and Ladies’ Night is receiving some tremendous support as 10 tables 

have been spoken for already, with five fully paid.  Last year’s event was an exciting occasion and this 

year’s is looking to be just as outstanding.  Please consider joining the many brethren and their ladies of 

this District and the many from outside Toronto East who are marking Saturday, June 1
st
 on their 

calendars as a “must attend” event.  More will be heard from the Co-Chairs of the Gala shortly. 

 

Finally, let me leave you with this thought, passed along from the Masonic Service Association.  Let’s all 

try to remember that Masonry is not about “perfection”…it’s about perfecting.  As is often said, ours is a 

journey from the RA to the PA…a continual journey of improvement, not a destination! 

   

May the G.A.O.T.U. keep you safe always and help us all to remain true to our obligations. 

 

Freemasonry in action…deeds speak!! 
 

Sincerely and fraternally, 

 

Bruce N. Palanik 

District Deputy Grand Master 

Toronto East District  


